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Although my heart is full of the sorrow of separation,
Joy mixed with your sorrow increases my unhappiness.
Every night | think of you and say, oh Lord:

Here is separation and there is connection.

Rudaki
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Kneeling youth with a wine cup, signed by Mu'in Musavvir, Safavid Iran, Isfahan,dated
AH 1[0]74 /AD 1663-4. Opaque watercolour and gold on paper. By the 1660s, kneel-
ing Figures in this pose were almost a standard feature of Persian painting. This image
relies on a series of prototypes dating from the 1580s and early 1600s. As in many other
portraits of wine drinkers, the figure gazes into the distance as if imagining an absent
loved one.
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At last | was recaptured by his love
Resisting had no effect
Love is like an ocean without a shore
How can one swim there, oh wise one?
Love must be taken right to the end
Many unsuitable things must be accepted
Ugliness must be seen as if it were good
Poison must be taken as if it were sugar
| was disobedient and did not understand:
The harder you pull, the tighter the rope.
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Seated youth reading poetry,signed by Riza-yi * Abbasi, Safavid Iran, Isfahan, c. AD 1625.
Opaque watercolour, gold and ink on paper. Based on an original portrait by the late-16th-
century painter Muhammadi of Herat this work was produced on the order of Shah * Abbas
I (r. 1587-1629). The youth's gold brocade cloak signals his courtly status,while his dreamy
expression im plies that he is contemplating the poetry or an absent lover.
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